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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 



i. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 



Antiquarians will read with interest an exhaustive treatise lately issued by the 
American News Company, with the sanction of the American Geographical Soci- 
ety, on the " Origin of the Name America."* The author con**nds that this con- 
tinent does not derive its name from Amerigo Vespucci, as is generally supposed, 
and he advances another theory backed by important testimony and arguments, 
which will well repay the attention of the curious and learned. The work has con- 
siderable historical merit and is well illustrated. 

Dr. J. I. Mombert's " History of Charles the Great,"+ or as he is usually styled 
Charlemagne, is the product of great research and learning and a vast collection 
of incidents connected with that wonderful monarch. 

Mr. Edward Bggleston's " School History of the TJnitnd States,"* makes a 
good text-book. It is free from the objection of high party coloring, and gives a 
fair and clear survey of facts from the period of the earliest discoveries to tbe 
present time. It is alto adorned with almost numberless illustrations, including 
portraits and some colored lithographs. 

The compilation of the proverbial utterances of all agesj classified both sub- 
jectively and alphabetically is a task that only an intellectual worker of the greate- 1 
muscularity could have achieved, and Mr. Robert Christy is entitled to high com- 
mendation for his attempt. These two volumes have a very tempting look about 
them to people whose business it is to write or speak for the public ear. Almost 
every topic one can think of can here be pounced upon and under its full faced 
headline some wise and witty utterances can be found that throw light upon it, 
or that stimulate to thought activity along the desired line. The compiler has not 
always credited those proverbial utterances to their source, and there are some 
needless rep titions and an occasional error. It appears to us also that he might 
have drawn far more heavily than he has upon the Proverbs of Scripture, many 
of which are models of profundity and point. The work, however, is on the 
whole well done. 

*"Oriein of the Name America." American News Company. 

t " A History of Charles the Great (Charlemagne)." By J, I. Mombert, D. D. D. Appleton 
A Co. 

$ "A History of the United States and Its People, for the Use of Schools." By Ed*-ard 
Eggleston. D. Appleton & Co. 

II " Proverbs, Maxims nnd Phrases of All Ages." Classified subjectively and arranged alpha- 
betically. 2 vols. G. P, Putnam's Sons. 
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Some of the most difficult questions of political and social economy would be 
solved if people understood how to exercise thrift and live within their incomes. 
Especially does this apply to small incomes. The author of " How She Did It "* 
has written a very readable book, likely to be of practical benefit to multitudes if 
they will only study it carefully. The preface states that the story is in no sense 
fiction, but an actual portrayal of the author's personal experiences, step by step. 
It is a brave st>ry and bravely told. 

"The Jewish Prayer Book,"+ or Manual of Household Devotions, is the 
work of a Committee of the Jewish Ministers' Association, consisting of the Kev. 
Doctors G. Gottheil, F. de Sola Mendes, A. Kotiut and Louis Stern. It is devo- 
ticnal and ethical rather than doctrinal, and will meet a want felt by pious Jews 
of all schools. In addition to a large number of prayers suitable to almost every 
personal and family condition, it contains many beautiful and timely meditations, 
practical suggestions and ethical readings. We have never seen any devotional 
work, not claiming direct inspiration, so truly comprehensive, either in Christian 
or Jewish literature. Christians as well as Jews will find much that will greatly 
edify and interest them. The Committee have rendered an important service, not 
only to their own people, but to all mankind, in the publication of this small but 
weighty volume, which will win its way to many hearts. 

Professor Fisher, of Yale, has brought together into one compact pocket 
manual a group of " Christian Evidences,"* which serve the purpose of classifica- 
tion, and give a tolerably clear idea ef the course of reasoning deemed satisfac- 
tory and conclusive in the theological schools of the present day. The task under- 
taken is limited by the title. The existence of God and His government of things 
•re taken for granted. The point is really to prove the " substantial verity" of 
the gospel histories. Their inspiration, and the presence or absence of discrepan- 
cies, are questions the author leaves to other branches of theology. The subjects 
chiefly discussed are miracles, the divine character of Jesus as portrayed in the 
gospels, the resurrection, alleged errors of opinion among the apostles, difficulties 
on comparing the Old and New Testaments, proof from prophecy, the intrinsic 
excellence of Christianity and its rapid growth. To clergymen and laymen desir- 
ous of meeting infidel arguments this work will be suggestive. It is by no means 
exhaustive, nor does it bring forward any new arguments. Miracles rest on testi- 
mony. Revelation is miraculous. He who denies the possibility of a miracle will 
not credit any testimony. He who admits the possibility must sift the testimony 
or let others do it for him. The greatest miracles alleged in reference to Christ 
are his birth, his resurrection and his ascension. If Christ were not of super- 
natural birth then the fabric of Christianity falls; but this is a point on which 
the human testimony is necessarily meagrs, and Professor Fisher does not touch 
upon it. The divinity of Christ may be inferred from his character, but can 
hardly be proved by it. Even miracles do not prove divinity, else were Moses, 
Elijah, and Peter divine. The fact is that the whole subject of the supernatural in 
religion is shrouded in mystery. It is entirely distinct from the moral and 
spiritual nature of Christianity or its rapid spread and growth. It is around the 
alleged supernatural in Christianity that the conflict of the future will thicken. 

* " How She DM It, or Comfort on $150 a Tear." By Mary Cruder. D. Appleton & Co. 

t " The Jewish Home Prayer Book. ' A Manual of Household Devotion. Published by the 
Jewish Ml' isters' Association, New York. 

f'Manual of Christian Evidences." By George Part Fisher, D.D., U..D. Charles Scrlbner's 
Sons. 
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The genuineness ot the gospel histories, and tbe moral excellence of Christianity, 
with its power to elevate men, are conceded by many who yet doubt the dogma of 
the supernatural conception of the infant Christ, or his resurrection and ascension, 
as they doubt all so-called miracles, notwithstanding the weight of testimony or 
of authority, or of both, which have been produced in their behalf. The idea of 
this mauual is excellent, although in some respects the author follows too closely 
in tbe track cf the schools, and fails, we think, to meet or even to state some of 
the difficulties honest minds encounter. 

Few thoughtful persons are entirely satisfied with any creed of Christian 
doctrine, however venerable or authoritative, and yet few people venture to assail 
or even to criticise the creed of their own church. Mr. Eaton in his moderately 
written and unassuming book* deals very respectfully with popular beliefs and 
established cietds, but he recognizes the fact that they are but imperfect expres- 
sions and forms of thought, struggling with the grandest problems that can occupy 
the minds of men. His purpose is to set forth the undisputed principles or some 
of them, which lie at the basis of all creeds, and he claims that these principles are 
not now evolved, as it were, for the first time, but have been recognized in all 
ages by the purest and vans', devout and enlightened minds. The subjects treated 
of are God, Man, Christ, The Creeds, The Bible, The Church, Tbe Sacraments, 
The Liturgy, The Future Life. The tendency of the book may be gathered from 
what the author says as to the Augustinian and Alexandrian schools : " The 
Augustinian theology has hitherto colored most of the religious thought of this 
continent, but with the increase of independent thought and study the older, 
better and more truly orthodox form of theology of the Alexandrian Fathers is 
returning, and in intelligent and broadly thinking quarters is fast superseding 
the cruder form of religious belief that has prevailed." The popular conception 
of tbe God of the Hebrews was essentially different from the theism of the later 
prophets. The New England theology of fifty years ago is slowly fading into his- 
tory. And yet tbe great thought of God abides, and must abide. "The highest 
proof of God's existence is the fact that we are able to think of him at all." The 
same breadth of view pervades the other chapters of this book, in which the 
reader will find statement rather than argument, but the statement is that of a 
candid and clear thinker, in line with advanced but distinctively Christian phi- 
losophy. 

" The Realities of Heaven "+ is the title given to a collection of eight lectures 
from what seems to us the Swedenborgian standpoint. Tbe writer does not be- 
lieve in a future material body. The future life is to be wholly spiritual so far as 
the soul of man is concerned. There are many wise and devout sayings in this 
little book, which mav be read with interest and profit by all who feel drawn to 
these hidden and sublime mysteries. 

The second volume of Mr. Stevens' book, entitled "Around the World on a 
Bicycle,"* has lately been issued by tbe Scribners, and will be eagerly opened by 
all who have had the first volume before them. As a narrative, this second vol- 

»"The Heart of the Creeds; Historical Religion in the Light of Modern Thought." By 
Arthur Wentworth Eaton. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

t ' The Realities of Heaven." Eight Lectures. By Rev. T. F. Wright. W. H. Alden, Phila- 
delphia. 

} "Around the World on a Bicycle." Vol.2. From Teheran to Yokohama. By Thomas 
Stevens. Charles Scribner's Sons. 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES. 7H 

ume is perhaps hardly as interesting as the first— we cannot exactly say why, un- 
less it be that toe first volume was simply inimitable. Perhaps the author dwells 
loDger on the more descriptive parts ot his work and less on personal adventure. 
The book will, however, bear very attentive reading, and is exceedingly instruc- 
tive in the light it throws upon the strange peoples and countries visited by inr 
adventurous traveler. The feat of makiDg the circuit of the globe after this soli- 
tary fashion, and on this peculiar steed, was a right brave one, and is not spoiled 
by egotism in the telling. One hardly knows which most to admire — the modesty 
of the historian or the pluck of the traveler. Mr. Stevens seems to have a physi- 
cal constitution of the very best, and in point of ready tact and resource proves 
himself to be a prince among lovers of adventure. His coolness and nerve, no less 
than his patience and good temper, were often sorely tried, but were seldom, if 
ever, found wanting. The worst part of hisexperiences befell him in China, where 
he came very near being mobbed, and where he found very little indeed to awaken 
admiration or tempt him to loiter. Japan proved to be a perfect contrast to the 
Celestial Empire, and his journey through that interesting country was a pleasure 
excursion from beginning to end. Indeed, he almost doubts whether the Japs can 
be made happier or better by European civilization. "Happy people I happy 
country ! Are the Japs acting wisely or are tbey acting fooli. hly in permitting 
European notions of life to creep in and revolutionize (their country) ? Who can 
tell : Time alone will prove. They will get richer, more powerful, and more en- 
terprising . . but wealth and power and the buzz and rattle of machinery and 
commerce do not always mean happiness." 

All musical people and many others will welcome the publication of these 
letters of Mendelssohn to bis friends, the Mcscheles, which have already, we 
gather, appeared in Soribner's Magazine, but which, as they are now presented 
in substantial book form, are embellished by portraits and other pictures, and also 
by many fac-similes of musical scores and original compositions. The work has 
been done, together with the translations, by Felix Moscheles, son of the distin- 
guished tutor of Mendelssohn. Particulars are also given of the closing scenes of 
the life of the great composer, Tho book will prove a rich addition to every 
musical library.* 

Some very important principles are wisely and temperately discussed in Dr. 
Charles Elam's treatise,+ under the modest title of "A Physician's Problems." 
Tbe.problems are, indeed, not only those of a pbysieien, seeing that all humanity 
is concerned in their solution. What they are may be gathered from the headings 
of the various chapters: Natural Heritage, Degeneration in Man, Moral and 
Criminal Epidemics, Body and Mind, Illusions and Hallucinations. Somnambul- 
ism, Kevery and Abstractions. The author is not always <-oncise and clear, but 
the essays abound in good things of special interest to those who believe in the 
possibilities lying before the race of man under certain physical aDd moral condi- 
tions. 

II. 

BOOKS ON NATURAL HISTORY. 

AMONG the recent issues of " Appleton's International Scientific Series" we 
note some valuable books ; indeed, there is scarcely ooe member of the sei ies so 

* " Letters of Felix Mendelssohn to Ignaz and Charlotte Moscheles." Translated and edited 
by Felix Moscheles. Illustrated. Tieknor & Company. 

t '* A Physician's Problems." By Charles Elam, M. D., M. E. C. P. Lee & Shepard. 



